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GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, STRATIGRAPHY COMMISSION 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Geological Society Stratigraphy Commission,  

24
th

 February 2016, at Burlington House, London, in the Council Room. 

 

Present  Apologies 

Dr T Barry [TB] Dr A Coe [AC] 

Dr P Bown [PBo] Prof. P Gibbard [PG] 

Dr D Condon [DC] Dr J Gregory [JG] 

Prof J Cope [JC] Prof. S Hesselbo [SH] 

Prof. A Gale (Chairman) [AG] Dr D Kemp [DK] 

Dr M Hounslow [MH] Dr A Kerr [AK] 

Dr K McNamara [KM] Dr J Marshall [JM] 

Prof. P Pearson [PP] Dr M Oates [MO] 

Dr J Powell [JP] Dr C Storey [CS] 

Prof. P Rawson [PR] Prof. M Williams [MW] 

Dr A Smith [AS] Prof. J Zalasiewicz [JZ] 

Dr O Sutcliffe [OS]  

Dr C Waters (Secretary) [CW]  

  

Guests  

Sarah Fray (Executive Secretary)  

Sally Thompson (Science Committee)  

 

Item 1 Apologies 

Craig Storey sent apologies and suggested given his continued absence from meetings 

that perhaps he should stand down. This was agreed by the Commission. TB suggested 

that a chemostratigrapher at Leicester University would be suitable. AG suggested that it 

would be good to have someone with a metamorphic/structural background. Prof. 

Graham Shields (UCL), who is Chair of the Cryogenian Subcommission, or Tony Craig 

(St Andrews) were suggested. 

 

Item 2 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 4th November 2015 

The minutes from the previous meeting were accepted with two minor modifications. 

  

Item 3 Matters Arising 

1) All to look at MH’s proposed additions to the Commission website related to the 

section on British GSSPs, stratotypes and auxiliary stratotypes and propose 

contributions. Action ongoing. See item 5 of the agenda.  

 

2)  MH to draft and circulate a response of the Commission to Angharad Hills on the 

proposed Code of Publishing Ethics in relation to sample collecting. Action closed. MH 

explained that this related mainly to the palaeomagnetism community and potential 

damage to protected localities. The route to getting permission to sample/core from sites 

is particularly difficult and does not help geoscientists to find out who is the land owner. 

No responses were received concerning guidelines from the Society. AG noted that the 
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Natural History Museum will not permit specimens to be registered from Spain and 

Argentina. 

 

3)  PB to draft a recommendation on spelling for GSPH, which should be given to TB 

to forward to Angharad Hills. Action revised. See item 8b of the agenda. 

 

4)  JZ to raise proposal with History of Geology Group for a meeting on “History of 

Stratigraphy.” Action ongoing. As JZ was not present at the meeting it was agreed to 

defer discussion to the next meeting. 

 

5)  CW to request from ST information from Science Committee for circulation to the 

Commission. Action complete. Information circulated on 12
th

 February concerning the 

Science Committee meeting held on Monday 8 February. 

 

6) PB/PP to send to Angharad Hills and Commission results of discussions at 

Strati2015 on use of Lower, Middle and Upper and sub-epochs. Action ongoing. See 

item 8a of the agenda. 

 

7) CW to invite Sarah Fray (new Executive Secretary) to the February meeting. 

Action complete. See item 4 of the agenda. 

 

8) CW to circulate the motion concerning ‘ae’ .v. ‘e’ spelling and to collate 

responses. Action complete. See item 8b of the agenda. 

 

9) CW to request sales figures for SRs and listing of the latest published version 

from Angharad Hills. Action complete. See item 6a of the agenda. 

 

Item 4 Q&A on Society business and role of the Commission 

This was an opportunity for members of the Commission to ask questions of Sarah Fray 

(Executive Secretary) and Sally Thompson (Science Committee) and in turn for the new 

executive secretary to learn about the activities of the Commission. AC will stand down 

from the Science Committee and someone will replace her to help Sally. 

 

Sarah Fray (SF) commenced by mentioning that she was an engineer by background with 

30 years’ experience building on/in geology, providing the context of her interest in the 

science. She also mentioned the importance of voting for the Council Elections and that 

there were a healthy 17 candidates for 7 posts and that there was a change to a voting 

system using Electoral Reform, who have proved very efficient.  

 

Concerning any decisions made by the Commission, the proper route should be that they 

are reported to the Science Committee, who will forward their decision up to Council. 

 

SF mentioned that Council felt there was a need for greater academic input into the 

Society. There is an intention to invite non-fellow academics to explain what needs to be 

done to encourage academics to join. AS mentioned that the absence of travel grants 

meant that retired academics find it hard to make it to meetings. SF indicated it was not 

possible to fund attendance at general meetings. There is also a hope to increase the 

numbers with Chartered status. There are 2,500 Chartered Geologists at present, with 
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increasing numbers from the petroleum sector suggesting they see chartership providing 

competitive edge in retaining jobs. 

 

AS asked how do we encourage young geoscientists into the Society. The Mineralogical 

Society provides free membership for the first year and aims to build the involvement of 

students once they have graduated. SF responded that there is a network of 

lecturers/tutors to encourage student members to join at the start of their degree. The 

demographics are that there is a dip in mid-career membership numbers, probably due to 

the economic cycle at the time and that has tracked through with time, rather than being 

static. She has also asked that two young members, at undergraduate level, be co-opted 

on to Council. Regional groups are also to start young member groups which will 

facilitate mentoring and networking. AS thought that AAPG provided a good model for 

this. He felt that we do not capitalize on what we teach, with two-thirds of students in 

geosciences leaving to work in different fields. SF stated that the Society can provide 

accredited support for such non-practising geologists to keep them engaged in the topic. 

TB thought that we needed to be outward facing using resources such as STEMNET 

http://www.stemnet.org.uk/ . 

 

SF indicated that next year Society will be looking into improving the layout of the 

website. It was also felt that outreach to the general public was an important role and that 

we should engage more with the public, science media, website communications. This 

will then link to the number of students taking GCSEs in earth sciences and the Society is 

involved in making sure it remains on the curriculum. A paper by Georgina Worrell and 

Marie Edmonds on funding for outreach will be circulated, discussing the benefits. The 

Society has agreed to fund 30 research grants this year. 

 

In summary SF mentioned that the Society is incredibly dynamic with what funding is 

available, with 105 technical meetings held last year. 

 

Item 5 Commission Website 

MH introduced developments. The Society webserver was changed about 18 months ago 

and as a consequence a number of links were lost and some images held on the Lancaster 

University site were also lost. MH attempted to update the site in Autumn 2015, but has 

been unable to do this directly (though he will be receiving training later in the day which 

will permit this) and changes that were requested have yet to be implemented.  The 

difficulty of finding Commission webpages on the new Society website was raised. The 

site could be used to link to open access papers and advertise meetings. 

 

Previously, MH had circulated a proposal for new web pages for GSSC site to cover 

proposed and ratified UK GSSPs, Carboniferous Stratotype sections and important 

auxiliary stratotypes. SH has supplied contributions for two Jurassic GSSPs and John 

Wright has provided information on the proposed Kimmeridgian GSSP on Skye. CW had 

forwarded to MH details for the Silurian GSSPs from the unpublished paper he had 

originally submitted to Geoscientist. MH has since worked with David Wray and David 

Loydell, contributors to the Siluria Revisited IGCP field trip, and new pages have been 

drafted. CW reported that he had attended the Serpukhovian Subcommision field 

excursion in October 2015 to all of the Carboniferous stratotype sections present in 

northern England, which have all be cleaned and sampled with the aim for working up 

http://www.stemnet.org.uk/


Minutes of the Geological Society, Stratigraphy Commission  24th February 2016 

 4 

into a future publication. This could provide the scope for contributing to the website and 

MH had been in discussions with John Knight (President of the Yorkshire Geological 

Society) for their involvement. 

 

6. Publications 

6.1 Editorial report 

TB provided the progress report for the Special Reports. Geoff Warrington reports 

progress on the Permian SR and University of Leicester have agreed to help with drafting 

of figures.  

 

CW had previously circulated sales data for the SRs supplied by Angharad Hills. The 

request is that this data not be forwarded beyond the Commission. Angharad reported that 

Special Reports 24-26 (Ordovician, Cambrian & Carboniferous) have been included in 

the GSW eBooks collection and 27 (Tertiary) will be added shortly. This is a subscription 

product aimed at libraries. GSPH have plans to scan and include 21, 22 and 23 (Silurian, 

Precambrian and Quaternary). 

 

6.2 Tertiary 

A copy of the SR was borrowed from the Library to show around the members. The book 

will be launched at a meeting to celebrate the geological contributions of Chris King “My 

Paleogene and other times” to be held at Burlington House on Friday April 22
nd

. CW had 

circulated a poster for the meeting to members asking that they spread the message and 

had contacted Ted Nield to arrange that the poster be included in the April Geoscientist. 

Ted contacted CenturyOne to see if it would be possible and they have included a quarter 

page advert on page 4. AG will be presenting at the meeting and will be aiming to sell 

SRs to the audience. 

 

Item 7 Stratigraphical Procedures handbook 

AG introduced the topic of producing an update of the Rawson et al. guidebook. It was 

suggested that a revised version could provide more details, tables of techniques, 

updating of references.  

 

Angharad Hills indicated that The Guide to Stratigraphic Procedure has returned a 

respectable surplus and that she would want to know how much of the current edition 

was out of date before committing to a new one. “Why would somebody want to buy the 

new edition rather than keep using their old one?” 

 

Action: AG and TB to come up with ideas for amended Guide to Stratigraphic Procedure 

for the May meeting. 

 

Item 8 Stratigraphic procedures 

8.1 Usage of Lower, Middle and Upper 

PB reported that the decision for Palaeogene/Neogene use of sub-epochs, e.g. Mid 

Eocene, both formalized and capitalized, will be voted upon by the Paleogene and 

Neogene subcommissions in the next few months and the decision to go to ICS before the 

IGC.  
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It was reported that the ICS Executive Officers for 2016-20 are, Chair: David Harper, 

University of Durham; Vice Chair: Brian Huber, Smithsonian Institution; Secretary-

General: Philip Gibbard, University of Cambridge and continuing involvement from the 

Stratigraphy Commission. 

 

Action (ongoing): PB/PP to send to Angharad Hills and Commission results of ICS 

discussions on use of Lower, Middle and Upper and Cenozoic sub-epochs. 

 

8.2 ‘ae’ .v. ‘e’ spelling revisited 

A straw vote of Commission members was carried out after the 26
th

 February 2014 

meeting, at which this topic was discussed. There was a slight majority in favour of 

adopting the international spelling. The decision was fed back to Angharad Hills but she 

subsequently asked that she receive a definitive statement from the Commission 

providing our guidance to GSPH. It has become apparent that a recommendation from the 

Commission will first require approval by the Science Committee (see item 4 of the 

agenda). PP raised the issues of formalizing the approach of the vote, with an established 

written motion, which he drafted and presented at the 4
th

 November 2015 meeting. The 

Commission agreed with the approach and CW circulated the motion and logged the 

responses.  

 

The final result of the proposal to adopt the international standard spellings for 

geochronologic and chronostratigraphic units by the Geological Society of London is as 

follows: 

 

For: 11; Against: 6; Abstain: 3; No replies: 4. The motion was carried. 

 

PP suggested he draft an article for circulation to members in advance of submitting to 

the Science Committee, with potential subsequent inclusion in Geoscientist, if the 

decision is accepted. PP mentioned he has come across a quotation from Charles Lyell in 

the Principles of Geology on this very topic showing that he would have firmly voted in 

favour of the motion. 

 

PB noted that Paleogene and Cenozoic are already appearing in the recently published 

Tertiary SR. 

 

Action: PP to circulate a draft document to be sent to the Science Committee along with 

the decision of the vote. 

 

Item 9 Cenozoic stratotypes and chronozones 

PG did not attend the meeting, so it was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting. 

 

Item 10 Quaternary marine isotope stages 

PG did not attend the meeting, so it was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting. 

 

Item 11 Anthropocene 

CW provided a brief update on Anthropocene Working Group outputs/highlights, 

including publication of the Science paper, on the epoch status of the Anthropocene, 

which resulted in much media interest. The Working Group met on 24-25
th

 November at 
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the McDonald Institute in Cambridge. AS commented that from an initial position of 

doubt he found many of the arguments raised at the meeting were persuasive and that he 

was particularly impressed by the presentation by Alex Wolfe. The next meeting is on 

22
nd

 and 23
rd

 April 2016 at the Fridtjof Nansen Institute in Oslo. In parallel with current 

work, a CUP book is being written by members of the group with the aim of completion 

by late 2016. CW mentioned that funding of activities, especially as the AWG moves to 

considering GSSPs, is a problem. PP suggested seeking National Geographic funds. 

 

Item 12 AOB 

AS commented with approval on the improved seating facilities in the Council Room. 

PR reported that he will be standing down duties at Scarborough Museum and there is a 

need to employ a geologist on the staff. PR asked if it would be OK to circulate an e-mail 

to members to ask if they are aware of potentially suitable candidates. 

 

Item 13 Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 18
th

 May 2016 in the Council Room. 
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----- Summary of actions ----- 

 

Action (ongoing): All to look at MH’s proposed additions to the Commission website 

related to the section on British GSSPs, stratotypes and auxiliary stratotypes and propose 

contributions. 

 

Action (ongoing): JZ to raise proposal with History of Geology Group for a meeting on 

“History of Stratigraphy”. 

 

Action (ongoing): PB/PP to send to Angharad Hills and Commission results of ICS 

discussions on use of Lower, Middle and Upper and Cenozoic sub-epochs. 

 

Action (new): AG and TB to come up with ideas for amended Guide to Stratigraphic 

Procedure for the May meeting. 

 

Action (new): PP to circulate a draft document to be sent to the Science Committee 

along with the decision of the vote. 


